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SUBJECT :DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - APRIL 13, 1978 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERTPS 
FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR APRIL 13. FYI ONLY, 

OFFICER PRESENT TODAY WAS TOM RESTON. 

Q. THE POST HAS A STORY ABOUT THE ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS 
ON CLUSTER BOMBS WHICH WE HAVE SOLD TO ISRAEL. DO YOU HAVE 
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ANY COMMENT? 

A. AS I SAID LAST WEEKEND, WE ARE HAVING DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT WITH A VIEW TO ASSURING THAT RE- 
STRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CLUSTER BOMBS WILL BE OBSERVED IN 
THE FUTURE. 

ON APRIL 1 1TH, ISRAELI AMBASSADOR DINITZ MET WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS, 
DAVID E. MCGIFFERT. I CANNOT GO INTO THE DETAILS OF WHAT 
IS BEING DISCUSSED. THESE DISCUSSIONS ARE CONTINUING THROUGH 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

Q. ARE YOU IMPLYING THEN THAT ISRAEL DID NOT UNDERSTAND 
THOSE RESTRICTIONS BEFORE AND, THEREFORE. IT HAS BEEN FOR- 
GIVEN FOR THE PRESENT TIME? 

A. NO. I AM NOT IMPLYING ANYTHING. I AM SAYING THAT 
DISCUSSIONS ARE CONTINUING AND THAT THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE HAS MET WITH THE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR TO DISCUSS 
THOSE RESTRICTIONS. 
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Q. IS THERE ANY INCLINATION ON THE PART OF THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION TO TIGHTEN THE RESTRICTIONS? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT FOR YOU. 

Q. HOW SERIOUSLY IS CONGRESSMAN MCCLOSKEY'S LETTER TAKEN 
HERE AND DO YOU PLAN ANY RESPONSE TO IT? 

A. CONGRESSMAN MC CLOSKEY MADE AN INQUIRY EARLY THIS 
WEEK AND WE ARE GIVING HIM OUR ANSWER TODAY THROUGH OUR 
CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON PEOPLE. OBVIOUSLY ANY REQUEST 
FROM THE HILL IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 

Q. WHAT WOULD BE THE NATURE OF THOSE RESTRICTIONS THAT 
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YOU SAY YOU ARE NOW TRYING TO MAKE SURE ARE OBSERVED? 

A. I CAN'T GO INTO THE DETAILS OF WHAT THOSE RESTRICTIONS 
WERE, BUT I CAN SAY ON BACKGROUND, AS I HAVE IN THE PAST. 
THAT THE RESTRICTIONS WERE NOT LIMITED SOLELY TO THE 
QUESTION OF TARGETTING, WHAT TARGETS THEY WOULD BE USED 
AGAINST. BUT I CANT GO INTO THE DETAILS OF ALL THE 
RESTRICTIONS. 

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHETHER THERE HAS BEEN ANY TRANSFER OF 
CBUS BY ISRAEL TO ETHIOPIA? 

A. THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT ASSURED US THAT IT HAD NOT 
PROVIDED ETHIOPIA WITH US SUPPLIED MILITARY EQUIPMENT OF 
ANY KIND AND THAT, OF COURSE, WOULD INCLUDE CLUSTER BOMBS 
AND WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE TO CONTRADICT WHAT THE ISRAELI S 
HAVE TOLD US. 

Q. IS THE UNITED STATES CONTINUING TO SUPPLY ISRAEL WITH 
THE CBUS, AND HAVE ANY WEAPON SHIPMENTS TO ISRAEL BEEN 
DELAYED IN ANY WAY SINCE THE LEBANESE INCURSION? 

A. I DON’T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT FOR YOU. 

Q. WOULD YOU TAKE IT? 

A. YOU MIGHT ASK THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ABOUT THAT. 

Q. HAS PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU ASKED THE UNITED STATES TO 
DEAL WITH THE PLO WITHIN THE LEBANESE PEACEMAKING PROCESS? 

A. I DON'T KNOW, ADIB. I SUGGEST THAT YOU ASK THE 
WHITE HOUSE THAT QUESTION. THERE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ONGOING BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS AND I SUGGEST THAT 
PROBABLY THEY WOULD BE A BETTER SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON 
THE VISIT THAN I WOULD. 

Q. WHAT'S THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT RIGHT NOW? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING TO OFFER ON THAT TODAY. 

2. THE FOLLOWING ANSWER TO QUESTION TAKEN AT THE NOON 
BRIEFING OF APRIL 12 WAS POSTED IN THE DEPARTMENT ON 
APRIL 13: 

Q. WHAT DOES THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT SAY ABOUT 
REPEATED VIOLATIONS OF ITS PROVISIONS? 

A. THE STATUTE IS SILENT ON THE MATTER BUT OBVIOUSLY 
REPEATED VIOLATIONS WOULD BE A FACTOR IN ANY IUDGMENT 
MADE UNDER THE LAW. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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